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Bayside 

BRIEFS: 
Death On The Beach 

On Saturday, May 7th of last year, a woman died of a gunshot 
wound on a local beach. No one has yet been arrested.  
The shooting happened at McFaddin Beach, near High Island 
on Bolivar Peninsula. According to police reports, a couple 
called 911 after a black 4WD truck stopped near them on the 
beach. They said the truck remained stopped for a few minutes, 
then they heard a gunshot from the truck. A few more minutes 
went by and then a man got out of the truck screaming that his 
wife had shot herself. This occurred on the one-mile strip of 
McFaddin Beach that is within Chambers County. 
Police found 51 year-old Dorie Blair of Mississippi dead of a 
single gunshot wound to the head. The only witness was her 
live-in boyfriend David Taylor of Magnolia, also 51. 
Taylor told police that he was shocked to even see the gun, as 
he did not know that Blair even had a gun. He was questioned 
and released to Walker County, where he had an outstanding 
warrant for a bad check written several years ago. Police had 
nothing to hold him for, but announced at the time that they 
would fully investigate the shooting. 
During the next two months, nothing happened. In July, Dorie’s 
daughter and sister came to Texas to see the place where she 
had died. While at the exact place where it happened, they 
found Dorie’s flip-flops and skirt, which they recognized. They 
also found a pair of rubber fish-cleaning gloves, inside-out and 
covered with blood. They put this evidence into a plastic baggie 
and delivered it to the Chambers County Sheriffs Office. 
Nothing has happened since. Calls to the investigator in charge 
were not returned at press time. There are some disturbing facts 
in this case that demand attention: 
At the time of her death, Dorie Blair was planning to leave 
David Taylor and go home to her family in Mississippi. She had 
told them her bags were packed, and family members expected 
her to come home on that Monday.  They had urged her to come 
sooner, but she explained that David had planned this romantic 
beach getaway to try to “fix” their relationship, and that she had 
promised to go along and give it a try. 
According to David, things got ugly when they got to the beach 
and started drinking. The section of beach he took her to is 
known as a hangout for sexual swingers, and he admits that a 
couple of women flirted with him that day, and that it angered 
Dorie. He says the only reason he chose that particular beach 
was because he had fished there before. 
That night on the beach, he slept in the truck, and she slept in 
the tent. David says he believes she stayed up all night drinking 
and was still angry in the morning. So he tossed the tent into the 
truck. As he was driving along the beach to leave, she produced 
a gun. He had both hands on the wheel, but took one off to slap 
the gun away from her. But when he put his hand back on the 
wheel, he said that’s when she shot herself. 
The question is, doesn’t this differ from the eyewitness account 
that the truck stopped for several minutes before a shot was 
heard?  Worse, it seems that Chambers County authorities are 
now unable to contact those witnesses. 
Secondly, the gun used to kill Dorie Blair was her own pistol, 
according to what David Taylor told police. But when the serial 
number was ran, it was found to have been reported stolen in 
another county in Texas several years ago. On the day it was 
stolen, David Taylor was arrested in that same county. He was 
in that county when that gun was taken. When I interviewed 
David Taylor, he spoke freely about Dorie and the tragic events 
of that day, until I asked him about that gun. That’s when he 
decided not to continue talking and hung up. 
Dorie Blair met David Taylor on an online dating site. They had 
been together only a few months when the shooting occurred. 
Years earlier she had both legs crushed in a construction acci-
dent, but later experienced a divine healing at a church service. 
After spending over 3 years in a wheelchair, she was told to get 
up and walk at a healing service in Florida, and did so. She had 
been told she would never walk again. She had cheated death 
once, but the second time she would not be so lucky. 
Her family all say Dorie was a churchgoing woman, and would 
never go to a nude beach or swinger beach. That just wasn’t her 
style, they say. She was all about love and family. They say she 
is the last person who would ever kill herself, or even own a 
gun. “She hated guns” her sister told me, “ever since her brother 
was shot and killed, she couldn’t stand to be near a gun.” 
I suppose that to get away with murder you might just have to 
be from out of town, kill someone from out of state, and do it in 
the most remote part of poorly-funded Chambers County. 
This case demands a closer look by the law in Chambers 
County. Especially the part about the gun, and several other 
inconsistencies in David Taylor’s story.                (Gator Miller) 

Showdown Approaches for King of Kemah 
Even after his tenure as mayor of Kemah ended, Matt Wiggins is still the King of Kemah.  He is the King of a sagging little 
empire, though.  He may be the captain of a sinking ship. Most businesses suffer during a recession, but in a tourist trap, it’s 
much worse.  Kemah is a shadow of what it was.  Nobody wants to hurt business there any worse than it is, so you won’t 
read much about how awful it has been. You won’t read how truly bad the square wooden-box rollercoaster is, or how many 
rooms are empty at the hotels. You certainly won’t read any of that in our local publications. They are so anxious to make an 
advertising dollar in Kemah they can’t afford to write anything that might offend that Mecca of day-trip tourism.  

But here’s a clue: A few weeks back, the City eliminated the official position of “Director Of Fun And Excitement” which 
had been filled by Peggy Taylor. No more fun and excitement? 
Well, not much fun, but excitement is in the works. 

Like all kings, Matt Wiggins has his supporters – those who 
rally around power, hoping to catch a few crumbs falling from 
the table. It is there, among his supporters, where the real dan-
ger may lie. Things are tense in Kemah right now, but they are 
about to reach a whole new level. It has been a year since the 
state and federal governments started investigating things at 
Kemah City Hall, and according to our sources downtown, the 
proverbial ship is about to hit the span. 

Indictments are expected, subpoenas will be served, lawyers 
hired, and last-minute deals made. 

There are a lot of different allegations about various acts that 
Wiggins may have been guilty of that are unlikely to be the sub-
ject of prosecution.  Operating restaurants and lodgings without 
the proper fire inspection paperwork is not something the Feds 
and Attorney General usually care to deal with.  Disregarding 
permit requirements are not things that excite them.  

It is the allegations that Wiggins used his position as Mayor to obtain property from a series of victims that might make the 
water hot for him. This information first became public knowledge last year through a series of investigative reports by local 
journalist Wayne Dolcefino on ABC-13 Investigates, and in this newspaper.  

Those reports brought to light a number of cases in which property owners who applied to repair their properties after they 
were damaged by Hurricane Ike were denied permits and told they would have to tear down and rebuild. 

Their properties were deemed “Substantially Damaged” (over 50% damaged) and thus ineligible to be legally repaired. 

Threatened with fines if they did not act immediately, these people sold or traded their property away to Wiggins himself or 
to his associates at very low prices. After the property was acquired, the properties were no longer considered 50% damaged, 
the permits were magically issued to the new applicants, and the buildings didn’t have to be torn down after all. 

Here are some of the properties involved: 

Claudio’s Piano Bar (now known as Amadeus): Was initially classified as over 50% damaged and permit denied, but was 
later repaired with no required upgrades after Wiggins took over from Claudio, who was leasing it from Wiggins. Claudio is 
said to be reopening his piano bar at a location in League City sometime soon. 

20 West 8th Street: Was initially classified as over 50% damaged, and repair permit denied, but was later repaired with no 
required upgrades after Matt Wiggins traded a different house in League City to the Lara family. 

30 West 8th Street: Owners were told by the city that home was over 50% damaged, so sold to Wiggins for the land value. 

40 & 60 West 8th Street: Both homes were torn down after the city declared them over 50% damaged. According to 
FEMA, these homes could have been repaired. 

701 Bay (The Captains Quarters): There’s a lawsuit coming up over this one in March. Bar/restaurant was owned by Amy 
Kelley, former wife of Astronaut Mark Kelley, and reportedly a close friend of Tilman Fertitta. Wiggins reportedly bought 
the second mortgage, then, according to sources, squeezed her out using the same 51% ploy and took over. 

705 Bay: According to ABC-13, this property was deemed over 50% damaged, and threatened with huge fines if they did 
not demolish it. Sold at a significant loss to an associate of Wiggins, Judge Mark Foster. FEMA later determined the house 
was only 15% damaged, and that storm water had not even reached the first floor of the living space. The house was no 
longer considered substantially damaged. It was not torn down, and the judge lives there now. 

The Swamp Shack (bar & grill): This happened just like 705 Bay, with the same people involved and the same result. It 
was repaired and rented after the previous owner sold at a tremendous loss. 

There are a number of other properties involved. We don’t have room in this issue to list all of them. 

Is this a pattern of illegal activity? If so, it might be racketeering.  Or is it businessmen and investors conducting perfectly 
legitimate real estate transactions? That’s what Matt Wiggins has said.  He may soon be saying it under oath. 

So who will emerge the winner in the upcoming courtfest? Will Wiggins prove them all wrong and come out of it smelling 
like a rose? Will the King of Kemah be cast down from his throne? It all remains to be seen.  

One thing you may be sure about: The real winners in this situation are going to be the lawyers, starting with the law firm of 
Gregg and Gregg, which represents the city. No matter how things turn out, they will be winners.                        (Gator Miller) 
 

Bungling Bacliff Burglars Steal Child’s Remains 
The two fellows whose mugshots appear below are Michael Shelnutt (R) and Michael Coslett (L). They were arrested on 
Sunday January 22nd after a witness noticed they were burglarizing a house on Baker Drive in Bacliff. 

Taken in the break-in was a small safe, which contained the cremated remains and clothing of a deceased toddler. 

The safe was recovered the next day, completely intact, at a house on Pickfair Lane in Bacliff. 

Both men were held in jail on bonds of $10,000 for 18 year-old Shelnutt and $30,000 for Coslett, age 33. 

Old Kemah Drawbridge, 1980 
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